
2875 21st Street #17, San Francisco, CA  // 415-350-4171 // nate@natepadavick.com

I have 20+ years of leadership and management experience as 
an editorial illustrator, graphic designer, online publisher and 
community builder.

Online Publisher & Community Builder

In 2009 I co-founded, along with my sister Salli Swindell, two online illustration communities called They Draw & Cook 
and They Draw & Travel. They are now the Internet’s largest collections of illustrated recipes and maps, respectively, 
created by artists, illustrators, and doodlers from around the world with an archive of 10K+ illustrations, 15K+ 
registered users, 275K+ Facebook followers, 82K+ Instagram followers, and 24K+ newsletter subscribers.

With They Draw & Cook and They Draw & Travel, Nate and Salli have created vibrant creative communities 
that are not only visually inspiring, but even more importantly they also nurture and encourage creatives in an 
engaging and inclusive way. It was my pleasure to collaborate with Nate and Salli a few years back when we 
hosted a contest—there was a lot of enthusiasm from my readers. // Janine Vangool, Founder, UPPERCASE 
Publishing Inc., Calgary, Canada

Clients include The Food Network, Kraft Foods, The Glad Products Company, FleischmanHilliard, California Figs 
Association, UPPERCASE magazine, and several US-based art colleges such as Savannah College of Art & Design, 
Maryland Institute College of Art, California College of the Arts, and Columbus College of Art & Design.

Book Designer

I design exhibition catalogs, illustration compendiums and trade publications. Designing a book requires building 
intimate relationships with not only the author, but also the editors, printers, photographers, and creative directors. 
From cookbooks to self-help guides, creativity kits to artistic objects, the books I design are wildly different in terms 
of style, complexity, and construction because I strive to make each book uniquely reflective of the characteristics of 
the content.

The first book Nate designed for us was a fully illustrated cookbook in a fan-deck format. Because Nate is also 
an illustrator, he tightly integrated the artwork into the layout, while reducing the amount of coordination that 
is typically required between editor, designer, illustrator. He even created two custom hand-drawn fonts, which 
gave the book an extra hand-crafted personality. // Madge Baird, Managing Editor, Gibbs Smith, Layton, UT

Clients include Chronicle Books,  Gibbs Smith, Storey Publishing, Bonnier, Weldon Owen, Bureau for Open 
Culture, Harvard University, Columbus College of Art & Design, and various artists.

Identity Designer

I am a founding and ongoing member of an itinerant curatorial practice called Bureau for Open Culture. Since 
2007 I have helped define and maintain every aspect of the brand from logo and print collateral to websites 
and newsletters to books and exhibition design. I believe that a brand is only as strong as its design and 
communication strategies. 

Nate has been integral to developing my vision of Bureau for Open Culture. He handles not only day-to-day 
design needs, like postcards and website updates and also manages major challenges like website redesigns and 
publication design. Nate also collaborates with me on the conceptualization, installation, and communication of 
all projects. // James Voorhies, Dean of Fine Arts, California College of the Arts, San Francisco, CA

Clients include Bureau for Open Culture, Grow & Behold Foods, and Somerville, MA Public Schools.
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Brand Illustrator

I conceive and implement the illustrated components of a brand’s identity, which includes iconography, 
characters, and custom fonts. These components are used in printed collateral, social media feeds, and 
advertising campaigns. To develop brand-specific illustration, I engage deeply and often with clients to 
understand a brand’s guidelines, personality, and target demographics. I facilitate brainstorm sessions to 
determine ways that illustration can best represent and strengthen a brand then develop and integrate content 
accordingly.  

Over the past few years, we’ve worked with Nate on everything from flyers and advertising campaigns to trade 
show graphics and wall murals. Nate has created a world of illustrated iconography that we continue to use 
in many fun ways. He’s a valuable source of inspiration and very easy to work with! // Rachel Zarrow, VP of 
Marketing, Clearly Kombucha, San Francisco, CA

Clients include Clearly Kombucha, Grow & Behold Foods, and Tufts University.

Author

In addition to self-publishing 15 compendiums of illustration, I am also the author, editor, and designer of five 
trade publications: They Draw & Cook, published by Bonnier; 20 Ways to Draw a Star, published by Quarry Books; 
and Make Map Art, Doodle Theory, and Doodle Theory Anywhere published by Chronicle Books. 

I’ve worked with Nate on three book projects and he’s always been such a pleasure to collaborate with. His ideas 
are super fun and I can always count on him to be reliable and on-time (usually beating my deadlines by weeks!). 
It’s also a bonus to work with a creative author who is also a fantastic book designer! // Caitlin Kirkpatrick, 
Editor, Chronicle Books, San Francisco, CA

Clients include Chronicle Books, Bonnier, Quarry Books, and Weldon Owen.

Teacher

I share my experience and expertise by conducting online courses and speaking publicly. I speak to classrooms 
about my practice and the business of freelance illustration; I presented the topic of creative playgrounds in 
webinars and at the Alt Design Summit; I co-taught a 3-day workshop Build a Freelance Illustration Business on 
Modern Thrive; and created a 1-week course Let’s Make A Map on Sketchbook Skool.

Nate is one of the most enthusiastic, organized and generous teachers we’ve ever had at Sketchbook Skool.  He 
broke down all the complexities of mapmaking into digestible elements and was inspiring and fun as well. His 
knowledge is voluminous, his design sense is extensive and tasteful, his work ethic is professional to a T, and he’s 
a joy to collaborate with. // Danny Gregory, Co-founder, Sketchbook Skool, New York, NY.

Clients include Sketchbook Skool, Kent State University, Cleveland Institute of Art, Columbus College of Art & 
Design, Maryland Institute College of Art, and Modern Thrive.

Map Illustrator

I make maps that engage, inform and, most importantly, inspire viewers. These include campus maps for schools; 
site maps for hotels and businesses; editorial maps for magazines and newspapers; wedding maps; visitor guides 
for business districts, and promotional maps for national tourism councils. 

I’ve worked with Nate on many illustrations over the past five years. He is very responsive and able to deliver 
exactly what I need ahead of schedule. His style is a fresh addition to our pages. // Forest Evashevski, Art 
Director, The Wall Street Journal, New York, NY
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Clients include The Wall Street Journal; The Daily Telegraph; Volvo; Citroën; Moosehead Breweries; the 
Universities of California, Notre Dame, Tennessee, and Wisconsin; Hampshire College; Marriot; Loews; 
Scholastic; various city magazines; and the tourism councils of Australia, Canada,  Switzerland, and the US.

Greeting Card Designer

I conceive and illustrate greeting cards for nearly all the major card companies in the U.S. I also conceive, 
innovate and art direct product lines. To stay current of market trends I track seasonal product lines and attend 
annual trade shows. With this insight, I evolve my practice and style to respond to changing trends and adjust my 
narrative approach to be in sync with cultural shifts and popular memes.

Nate has been a talented and consistent source of freelance design and illustration for us since 2002. Nate is 
conceptual, proactive and responsive—I can rely on him to deliver fresh, quality work reliably. In addition to 
greeting card design, we work with Nate on product development and innovation projects, and his contributions 
are always valuable. In addition to providing great work, Nate is truly a pleasure to work with! // Kathy 
McConaughy, VP of Creative Development, American Greetings Corporation, Cleveland, OH

Clients include American Greetings, Crane Stationery, DesignDesign, Design House Greetings, Gartner 
Greetings, Great Arrow Graphics, Jo-Ann Fabrics, Target, and Trader Joe’s.

Editorial Illustrator 

I create artwork in a variety of styles that communicate complex ideas, energize mundane concepts, and 
illustrate editorial perspectives. 

Nate has helped me out on countless numbers of projects—both simple and complex—over the years. I appreciate 
that he’s always able to provide me with illustration based on whatever art reference I send him. It also helps 
that he is very responsive and works quickly! // Heather Hardt, Design Director, Meredith Publishing 
Corporation, Des Moines, IA

Clients include Better Homes & Gardens, Meredith Corporation, Pottery Barn, Entertainment Weekly, Yankee 
Magazine, American Girl, Lowe’s Home Improvement, Santa Clara University, and Diabetic Living.

Independent Business Owner

I manage the administrative side of a two-person design studio shared by me and my sister. The studio is set up 
as a liability limited partnership, of which I manage bookkeeping, prepare taxes, administer royalty payments, 
negotiate contracts, process invoices, and oversee the outsourcing of website design and maintenance.

I simply would not be in business without Nate. He handles all the technical and tricky stuff so I can sit back and 
have fun! // Salli Swindell, sister and studio partner, Studio SSS, Hudson, OH

Human Resource Operations Manager

From 1991 to 2001, I held several positions at Accenture ranging from programmer and database administrator 
to HR Manager. In my ultimate role I managed a team of 24 data administrators and assisted the partnership 
with staffing, performance evaluation and salary decisions. 

I supervised Nate for several years in Accenture’s San Francisco office from the mid- to late-90s. He was always 
one of my most innovative and top-ranked employees. He collaborated closely with the partners, managed the 
careers of hundreds of employees, and was exceptionally adept at building complex Excel reports and databases. 
// Mary Finch, Executive Vice President, Chief Human Resources Officer, AECOM, Los Angeles, CA

To view my complete portfolio, please visit natepadavick.com
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